SWINTON & LADYKIRK COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 4th June 2025 
at 7.00pm in the Wheatsheaf Hotel, Swinton
Present: Iain Wooley (IW) (in the Chair), Bill Purvis (Sec.), Tim Morris (TM), Fiona Wilson (FW) Minutes, Meg Reid (MR), John Cochrane (JC) Michael Lawrence (ML), and Councillor Donald Moffat.
Apologies for Absence: None	
Minutes taken by: Fiona Wilson              Next meeting: 3rd September 2025 
Welcome: The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.  
Minutes of previous meeting:    
The minutes of the previous meeting on the 7th May 2025 were read and agreed.
Proposed: MR      Seconded: JC
Matters Arising: 
· Play park upgrade. Swinton not on current list. Next opportunity will be in 2027 with work undertaken in 2029. We will continue to explore further funding options
· LIVE Borders consultation now on-line. Community Councillors should respond as individuals and Secretary will respond from CC.

Treasurer’s Report : Treasurer apologised for his previous non-attendance. He will provide AGM Minutes and audited accounts for annual grant from SBC. He confirmed £29 had been collected at Light Switch-On and a probable marquee hire in July
Previous balance                                                            	 £1300
British Gas                                                                       	 £    22
Berwickshire Community Council Forum                  		 £    10
Moira Mathewson plants and pots                               		 £     54
Payment to MR for gazebo
Current Balance                                                            		 £1223

Police Report:  No report at this time
Planning Applications:  None, but Community Councillors asked to check for applications during our extended summer break. No guidance on solar panel applications has yet been received.	
Updates from Regional Councillors:
· Councillor Moffat had attended VE day celebrations in France where a piper from Coldstream played.
· Wind farms, Lees Hill has been refused but going to appeal. Consent granted for another at the back of Fallago Rigg. Likely another half dozen turbine and battery storage applications in 2025. Local opposition is based on the size of turbines.
· Some disruption to refuse collection following an accident where a bin man was injured. 
Piper Laidlaw Bronze Bust: 
· Ancre Somme Association is being supported through a National Lottery funding application and close to submitting it. 
· It may be Small Schemes funding of £2000 no longer required. CC should consider other projects and contact local elected copuncillors.
· Sculptor of bust is Helen Runciman. Small versions are available to pre-order £120 plus £20 P&P.
Community Land adjacent to Swinton School:
· Supportive holding response from Douglas and Angus Estates has been received.
· IW has finally made contact with Henry Birch and will meet up with him in a week. Henry Birch is looking to sign an immediate ten year lease with a peppercorn rent. After ten years, it will become a rolling one year contract that can be terminated by either party.
· Possibility of CC seeking legal advice on the contract as this was not our understanding of what had been agreed.
· Other issues for the meeting are the fencing and Core Path
· Local resident has written to both John Lamont and Rachel Hamilton re the ongoing state of the development and the fact that it is likely to remain unfinished and in some areas unsightly for the foreseeable future. The politicians have contacted SBC. 
· CC asks that other local residents who also have concerns should write to SBC and our elected representatives directly.
 
New Initiatives and Public Engagement: 
Issues for the autumn were discussed. It was agreed to: 
· Continue work on speeding and traffic management
· Look at Small Schemes funding possibly moving defibrillator
· Set up a steering group for CAL in conjunction with Parents Association	
.Correspondence as previously circulated:


A.O.C.B:
Two trees down on north side of Cath’s Walk, blocking the path. Secretary to contact Kames Estate

      All business concluded, the meeting closed at 8.45

      Next meeting:  Wednesday 3rd September 2025 at 7pm in the Wheatsheaf.






