SWINTON & LADYKIRK COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd December 2025 
at 7.00pm in the Wheatsheaf Hotel, Swinton
Present: Iain Wooley (in the Chair), Bill Purvis, Fiona Wilson, Meg Reid, Michael Lawrence, Tim Morris, John Cochrane, Kenneth Morton.
Two members of the public.
Apologies for Absence: Councillor John Greenwell
Minutes taken by: Fiona Wilson              Next meeting: 5th February 2026 
Welcome: The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.  Very successful Light Switch On. Saturday is a better night. Many thanks to Tim Morris for electrical skills. Agreed on £25 donation to Duns Rotary for Santa’s visit.
Minutes of previous meeting:    
The minutes of the previous meeting on the 5th November 2025 were read and agreed.
Proposed: JC      Seconded: MR
Matters Arising:   Salt bin. As SBC had warned that a slab would be a safety issue, second sentence should be removed.
Treasurer’s Report : 
We received £60.67 in collection at Switch On. No insurance quote so far.
Previous balance                                                      £1535.01
   Light Switch On expenses                                       £91.64
     British Gas                                                              £21.49
  Stag 						                   £155.59
    Current Balance                                                    £1266.29

Police Report:  No local issues. Reminder of contacts for Police Community Action Team. PC Kris Macleod MidBerwickshireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk 
0800 028 5711
Planning Applications: CC reiterated concerns that we have again no guidance from SBC on how both national and local official green and renewable energy policies should be reflected in decisions on planning applications for solar panels in a conservation area. A letter of complaint to be sent by Secretary. Ongoing applications for large battery storage areas were discussed and CC’s view reiterated that these are permissible as part of essential national infrastructure only.
Updates from Regional Councillors: No councillors available
Local Place Plans: 
Still awaiting data from Swinton Hub Group. No response from SBC as to funding or general support. Chair will circulate list of potential categories and asks that CC members take on their own areas of interest with suggestions for our February meeting. Similar settlement Local Place Plans are Birgham and Leitholm.

Piper Laidlaw Bronze Bust: 
The small busts are now on sale. Ancre Somme Association continue to seek funding.
Community Land adjacent to Swinton School:
· December 2nd meeting with Clarke and Simpson was postponed
· They are awaiting response from SBC on adoption of roads and pavements.
· Current date for taking on Community Amenity Land early Spring 2026
· Chair to circulate all relevant documents 
· Questions remain on fencing, pavements and Core path
· Agreed it is not CC’s role to meet with contactors on site, but should be a representative of Everley Meadow residents.
Christmas Lights:
· Switch off on 7th January and take down 10th January
· Treasurer suggested an additional purchase every year with some planned fund raising
· Timers not practical
New Initiatives and Public Engagement: 
· Quote of £210 received for repair to goal posts. Will be welded and cross braced for strength
· Likely costs of an information board around £3000. I
· Go Fibre likely within months.
Correspondence as previously circulated:
A.O.C.B:
Two members of the public as representatives of recently legally constituted Swinton Mill Residents introduced their concerns about speeding in that area, particularly vulnerable as a crossroads. Options considered are:
· Monitoring speed, times and numbers of offending vehicles and pass to Police Scotland
· Contact Councillor Greenwell, Phillipa Gilhooley and Karen McGrath at SBC
· Possible 40 mph sign as in SinclairsHill and Houndslow
· Bollards on corners. Stones not recommended as they can damage cars
· New signs to introduce Swinton Mill as a settlement and residential area
· Invest £9-£10 per month for three months for accurate speeding data
· It was noted that there has been at least one fatal accident there.
Community Councillors offered their full support.
All business concluded, the meeting closed at 8.30
Next meeting Wednesday 5th February at 7pm in the Wheatsheaf.






