Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 4th February 2026.
Meeting held in Wheatsheaf Hotel at 7 p.m.


Welcome.
In the absence of the chair the vice chair K. Morton welcomed all to the meeting. 
Present.
B. Purvis, K. Morton, T. Morris, M. Reid, M. Lawrence (members)
D. Moffat (councillor)
5 members of the community.
Apologies.
Apologies were received from I. Wooley, F. Wilson, J. Cochrane.
Minutes of meeting on 3rd December.
Minutes were approved by T. Morris and seconded by M. Reid.

Matters arising (complaint)
Previously it had been agreed that a more formal letter of concern was sent to S.B.C. regarding the length of time replies or on some occasions the Community Council had received no replies. It was felt by the members that to give feedback on planning applications there was a need for the C.C. to have a clearer guidance particularly on solar panels etc. Particularly when most of the village is designated as a conservation area. 
A reply has been received which wasn’t seen as being helpful. However, the secretary has since been asked to give examples of our correspondence which had not been replied to.


Community Land
A resident from the estate asked for clarification about a representative meeting with contractors in relation to the work to be carried out with the land, fencing, pavements and the core path. As the chair who had been dealing with the factor was not at the meeting, we were unable to give an update on this. Residents were assured that an update would be available soon. 
Residents were still unable to form a Residents Association as the estate had not been signed off.
The suggestion for a bus stop sign on the ground at the bus stop beside the book swap had been suggested to roads department. No update will contact again.
Treasurers Report.
Balance of account £1232.94 after electricity of 94.12 was paid and £210.00 pending for repair work carried out on the goalposts.
Police Report.
Nothing serious or relevant in our area.
Planning Applications 
No new planning applications.
The resident from The Green expressed his disappointment at having his retrospective planning application refused and was seeking legal advice. We were unable to offer any advice as S.B.C. has failed to provide us with clarity on those types of applications (solar panels etc)
Update from Regional Councillors
There were no updates on issues in our area.
Local Plan.
S.B.C. have offered help with the Community Council’s local plan.
After discussion it was agreed to invite the officer either to attend our next meeting or at another suitable time, to provide us with more information.

Christmas Lights.
A donation of £25.00 to Duns Rotary Club towards their expenses on the visits and upkeep/storage of their Santa sleigh.
It was disappointing that the replacement Stag had not worked and a refund was being requested.
The tree lights were all dismantled, numbered and bagged, this would help people when putting them up this year. 
New Initiatives
The price of an information board for possibly erecting on the green was around 3000.00 complete. Details of this to be circulated amongst members and to a member of the public who has offered to help support this project.
Correspondence 
A.S.A. Scotland has written asking for help to raise funds towards the Piper Laidlaw Bust project. After discussion it was felt there were no further avenues we could pursue regarding raising £15000 in the next two months. 
A letter asking for help with the History of the Wild Boar and Swinton enquiry. A volunteer has been found, more details to follow on this.
The agreed speed checking system has not yet begun.
New light-coloured stones are to be purchased to be laid at the War Memorial these will help lighten up the area. Planned flower tubs/baskets are to be placed in the spring.
The 10 mile an hour sign into the school gates has faded this is to be brought to the attention of school properties.
The road to Norham and potholes on the Swinton-to-Swinton Mill Road are very dangerous, in some areas these are on both sides of the road. A hole is appearing in the middle of the road at the west end of the green where the burst pipe had been repaired. A letter to be sent to Councillor Greenwell regarding these for him to take up with SBC as a matter of urgency, and it was hoped prompt action would be taken to repair these.
Next meeting 4th March at 7 p.m. in Wheatsheaf Hotel.
That being all the business the meeting was closed at 8.35pm.


  








 
