SWINTON & LADYKIRK COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 1st April 2026
at 7.00pm in the Wheatsheaf Hotel, Swinton
Present: Iain Wooley (in the Chair), Bill Purvis, Fiona Wilson, Meg Reid, Michael Lawrence, Tim Morris, John Cochrane, Kenneth Morton.
Councillors J Greeenwell and D Moffat
One member of the public.
Apologies for Absence: None
Minutes taken by: Fiona Wilson              Next meeting: 6th May 2026 
Welcome: The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.  
Minutes of previous meeting:    
The minutes of the previous meeting on the 4th March 2026 were read and agreed.
Proposed: TM Seconded: ML
Matters Arising: 
· Insurers for 26.27 are Zurich. CC must ensure that we are covered as previously thought, such as for activities undertaken on behalf of the CC,e.g.  litter picking and planting
· Place Plans. March dates missed so to be rescheduled. There must be input from the whole Swinton Ladykirk area.
· Potholes still to be reported. Councillor Greenwell to action 
Treasurer’s Report : 
         Gravel for War Memorial area                          £221.00
    Current Balance                                                    £749.96
Previously reported repair to goal posts was £210
Police Report:  No local issues. Reminder of contacts for Police Community Action Team. PC Kris Macleod MidBerwickshireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk 
0800 028 5711
Planning Applications: Nothing at this time
It has been noted that the solar panels on the Green Cottage have been moved.

Updates from Regional Councillors: 

· Councillor Greenwell reported that the Roads budget is the smallest for many years. He is to ask for a road inspection visit.
· There was a question from about support for the budget from those companies in the area using extremely heavy and heavily laden vehicles  At present, there are a large number of lorries moving hardcore from Whinfield airfield to the battery storage site. Councillor Greenwell reported that Forestry do make a contribution
· Small Schemes opens shortly £18000.45
· Ancre Somme Association has failed in its Lottery Funding bid for the Laidlaw bust
· Due to national Scottish Parliamentary elections in May, an election for the Community Council can be delayed till later in the year., meaning some outline work could begin on the Local Place Plan
Update on Everley Meadow development:
· No acknowledgement from Sally Watts at Clark and Simpson to contact from either CC or members of the public
· Chair to contact Henry Askew at Ladykirk
· Complaint to John Lamont by a local resident raised at his surgery last year will be followed up
Swinton War Memorial:
· Improvements and idea of a small group of “custodians” generally well received
· Area to be mapped
· Thanks to a member of the public for additional bag of gravel chips.
New Initiatives: 
· Cost of Information boards £3091 with VAT
· Agreed to procced with immediate Swinton area information
· Small group already in place to provide content and images
· SBC to be approached for permission to site on the Green
Correspondence: As previously circulated
A.O.C.B.:
· CC has been approached by a local funeral director. A recently deceased village resident has asked for a bench to be placed in the village in her memory. It was agreed this should be on the Green or on the grass bank opposite the W\ar Memorial. SBC Parks to be consulted
· Member of the CC recommended an excellent site mapping the village www.pastmap.org.uk 
· CC to chase up action on defining the road in front of the Green bus top to deter parking there.
· Due to increased traffic on the grass track accessible from Carters Wynd behind Main Street houses, it has become very rutted
· New bus service 34 runs from Duns to Kelso via Coldstream on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays coming through Swinton on the Duns Road. Comes into Kelso close to Sainsburys and passengers have an hour and 45 minutes in Kelso (longer on Fridays) Timetable available on the SBC website

All business being concluded, the meeting closed ay 8.15.  Next meeting (including the AGM on THURSDSAY 11th MAY.

N.B. Please note change of Date for our next meeting.


